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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claims 1-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hemming et al. (3485208). 

Hemming et al. disclose a method for producing filters in the tobacco-processing 
industry comprising delivering filter rods (2, fig. 1) to form a group of filter segments, and 
introducing a medium (see col. 3, lines 26-35) to the filter rods before completion of the 
delivering step. 

Regarding claim 19, Hemming et al. disclose that the method comprising step of 
delivering additional filter rods to the formed group of filter segments. 

Regarding claim 20, Hemming et al. disclose that the method comprising the step 
of cutting the filter rods into filter segments after the injecting step (see col. 6, lines 28- 
34). 

Regarding claim 21, Hemming et al. disclose that the delivering step includes 
transporting the filter rods from a magazine (1 , fig. 1 ) to a module and introducing the 
medium in the filter rods during the transporting step. 

Regarding claim 22, Hemming et al. disclose that the medium is introduced to the 
filter rods while the filter rods are positioned on a conveying drum (3, fig. 1). 


Application/Control Number: 10/526.772 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3721 

Regarding claim 23. l-iemming et al. disclose that the filter rods are held in place 
before the medium is introduced. 

Regarding claim 24, Hemming et al. disclose that a predetermined amount of the 
medium is introduced (see col. 4, lines 1-4). 

Regarding claim 25. Hemming et al. disclose that the medium Is Introduced by an 
element for injecting the filter rod to the outside of the filjter rod. 

Regarding claim 26. Hemming et al. disclose that the element is an injection 
needle (30-33. fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 27. Hemming et al. disclose that the medium is introduced 
parallel to the longitudinal axial direction of the filter rods. 

Regarding claim 28. Hemming et al. disclose that the medium is Introduced into 
at least one hollow space in a multi-filter segment. 

Regarding claim 29, Hemming et al. disclose a module, wherein filter rods (2. fig. 
1) can be delivered to form a group of filter segments and a device (13-16, 30-33. fig. 2) 
is provided for introducing a medium into the filter rods. 

Regarding clairh 30. Hemming et al. disclose the module comprises a device for 
introducing a medium into filter rods, and a cutting device for cutting the filter rods into 
filter segments (see col. 6. lines 28-32). 

Regarding claim 31 , Hemming et al. disclose that the device forms a part of a 
conveying means comprising a conveying drum (3). 

Regarding claim 32, Hemming et al. disclose that the module comprises a 
holding element (34, fig. 1 ) for holding the filter rods against the operating drum. 
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Regarding claim 33, IHemming et al. disclose that the device comprises a spray 
needle (30-33, fig. 2) for introducing the medium to the filter rods. 

Regarding claim 34, Hemming et al. disclose that the injection element is 
subjected to pressure by a compressed-air piston (14, fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 35, Hemming et al. disclose that a metering device is provided 
(see col. 4, lines 1-3) for the medium. 

Regarding claim 36, Hemming et al. disclose a filter maker in the tobacco- 
processing industry. 

Regarding claim 37, Hemming et al. disclose that the additional filter rods are 
delivered to the group of formed filter segments. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariler communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hemant M. Desai whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4458. The examiner can nomnally be reached on 6:30 AM-5:00 PM, Mon-Thurs.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi I. Rada can be reached on (571) 272-4467. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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